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Streete," to obtain a pleasure none the less enjoyed because not purely 
intellectual, now sits quietly down at home to the perusal of the fresh- 
est farrago of truth or falsehood that recommends itself to his mental 
palate. But the relish for dramatic compositions has not therefore died 
away ; nor is it probable that it ever will. On the contrary, there is 
every reason to suppose that, in the progress of civilization and refine- 
ment, the stage will regain a power that in these days it hardly dreams 
of. And when there occasionally appears among the crowd a man of 
genius, whose bent of mind is plainly of a nature which delights in that 
peculiar combination of causes and effects which gives their whole char- 
acter to ballads and to the drama, he is sure to be listened to with in- 
terest, and rewarded with approbation. In our own clay, such writers 
as Dean Milman and Mr. Boker, the authors of Fazio and of Calaynos, 
exemplify the truth of this remark. In alluding to the recent appear- 
ance of an edition of the collected works of Mr. Boker, however, we do 
not design to enter here into an extended criticism of their merits. In 
a separate form, they have been long before the public, and have been 
greeted with a reception not unworthy of their real worth. When the 
voice of audiences on both sides of the ocean is found to be in perfect 
accordance with the more measured language of critical observation, 
we may well conclude that the subject of their applause is of no ignoble 
nature. The plays of Calaynos, of The Betrothal, and, above all, of 
Francesca da Rimini, are productions calculated to reflect credit not 
only upon the literature of any land, but upon the public taste which 
has pronounced so decisively in their favor. Nor are the minor poems 
in these volumes of less merit. The ballad of Sir John Franklin, written 
in the true vein of the art, and on a theme whose interest is confined to 
no latitude or clime, will continue to find admirers wherever its tongue 
is known ; and in several other of his poetical pieces, particularly in the 
series of sonnets, Mr. Boker has displayed powers of a very high order. 
We trust that he will not depend for all his laurels upon the success of 
these handsome volumes. The American public has a right to demand, 
of one who manifestly has the necessary faculties, a still further exhibi- 
tion of skill in an art in which an approach to perfection is vouchsafed 
to so very few. 



12. — Notes on the Principles and Practices of Baptist Churches. By 
Francis Wayland. New York: Sheldon, Blakeman, & Co. 
1856. 

It is pleasant to think of this ripe scholar and able teacher, now that 
he has withdrawn from his position at the head of one of our principal 
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colleges, giving himself to the work of instructing and benefiting a yet 
larger number of pupils, through the press. "We hail this book as the 
first-fruits of the leisure consequent upon President Wayland's retire- 
ment, to which we trust many volumes may yet be added. His name 
is a sufficient guaranty, whatever the theme, that what is written is 
worthy of being read. 

The title of the present work is unpretending, as we should antici- 
pate it would be, if the author selected it. But there is a special rea- 
son for this title in the origin of the work, as explained in the brief 
Preface. It is but the bringing together into a permanent form of a 
series of articles which were written for " The Examiner," a weekly 
religious paper published in the city of New York. The title under 
which the articles originally appeared has been retained for the book. 

The first and larger portion of the work has a special adaptation to 
the denomination of which the author is so bright an ornament, and for 
whom especially he writes. It is an attempt to recall his brethren to 
" principles and practices " of their fathers, from which, in his opinion, 
they have departed to their hurt ; and throughout the volume he wishes 
to be considered as a Baptist writing for Baptists. But the last ten or 
twelve chapters are on topics in which the Christian reader of every de- 
nomination, and especially the Christian minister, may find interest and 
profit. The closing chapters are devoted to hints and practical sugges- 
tions on preaching, designed for those who have entered or are entering 
the ministry without the advantages of the schools, but which could 
hardly fail to be read with profit by any clergyman, whatever his culture. 
We do not remember to have met anywhere, in the same space, with 
so much practical wisdom on sermon-making, on the delivery of ser- 
mons, and on the manners of the pulpit, as is condensed into the last 
fifty pages of this book. In the following quotations are suggestions 
which, if thoughtfully regarded and acted upon, would do much to drive 
drowsiness from the pew.-. 

" The vice of preaching at present, in most of our pulpits, is that we do not aim 
correctly. We strive to please the few, and not the many, and the result is that the 
conscience of both parties is unmoved. The pulpit is dying of the proprieties. 
"Wo dare not introduce an anecdote into a sermon. We shrink from an illustration, 
unless we can account it classical. We are averse even to the delineation of char- 
acter, lest we should detract from the dignity of the pulpit. When a man is afraid 
of losing his dignity by attending to his own business, we generally think that he 
has very little to lose. We fear that the pulpit is liable to create a similar impression." 

" And once more, we deceive ourselves in our estimate of what thoughtful and 
intellectual men want. I have known a few eminent men in the several professions. 
They have told me that they do not want this sort of aliment. They have enough 
of the intellectual in their daily work. They want discourses directed to the con- 
science, that shall make them feel their moral obligations, and render the Sabbath 
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something very different from all the other days of the week. Our intellectual 
discourses in general have about as much religion as would be suitable for a 
sober lecture before an Athenaeum, or an article in a respectable Review. I 
have frequently listened to discourses from the pulpit which I certainly would 
not have read on the Sabbath, for the simple reason that I should have considered 
them too secular for the holy day." 



13. — Daisy's Necklace: and What Game of It. (A Literary Record.) 
By T. B. Aldeich. New York: Derby and Jackson. 1857. 
12mo. pp. 225. 

We noticed a year or two ago a volume of poems by Mr. Aldrich as 
foretokening a high order of literary excellence. The promise is more 
than fulfilled. Daisy's Necklace is a poem, though in prose ; and while 
the story is in itself skilfully planned and developed, a still higher 
interest attaches to its brilliant imagery and rich sentiment, — to the 
perpetual play of an exuberant fancy, that throws its sunlight and rose- 
hues over every character and incident. Seldom have we read a chap- 
ter of so highly yet so chastely wrought delineation as the opening 
chapter of this book ; and though the scene soon changes from a vine- 
embowered family mansion by the sea-shore to the dingy and dusty 
localities of the great metropolis, the same golden vein threads the 
streets, penetrates the gloomy counting-room, and gleams in the cells 
of the Tombs. Mr. Aldrich has won for himself by this book a de- 
servedly high place among those to whom the coming generation is to 
look for the fair fame of American literature. 



14. — Compositions in Outline, by Felix O. C. Daeley, from Judd's 
Margaret. Engraved by Konead Hdbee. New York : Eedfield. 
1856. Plates 30. 

We have for our April number the promise of a review of this 
superb work, by a contributor who can do ample justice to the genius 
both of the author and the artist. To our eye it is the masterpiece of 
American art ; nor can we conceive of it as capable of being excelled 
in its own kind. No modern fiction presents richer materials for such 
a work than Margaret, with its characters and situations at once so 
grotesque and so natural, so unique, and yet so manifestly copied, and 
hardly intensified, from life and fact. The artist has entered with clear 
insight and profound sympathy into the conceptions of the author, and, 



